IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT  OF  INDIA
Our duty to God and therefore the primacy of God is often
repeated.1 Yet on the whole, one cannot but say that there is
over-emphasis on self-assertion, though it may be to counteract
the mischief wrought by the spirit of resignation and passivity.
In accordance with his doctrine of self-assertion, Iqbal preaches
a doctrine of vigorous and aggressive love. We have to love God;
thereby we do not surrender ourselves to him but rather absorb
him. Love is a unifying force; but by it we do not enter God's
unity, but rather make him enter the unity of our selves. But
if all absorb God's unity into the unity of their respective selves
and thereby become identical with God, then all become identical;
and probably we have to interpret IqbaTs assertion that the
human ego is not annihilated in God, to mean that the ego
continues to be the ego by becoming like the Ego of God. This
point is not clearly stated by Iqbal. In what sense the absorption
of God by the human ego has to be taken may be a matter for
controversy, and we may leave it undecided.
Very often the love preached towards God is that of the weaker
to the stronger sex. It is therefore a surrender of the whole
personality, including will, thought and action, to God. And we
rarely come across this love preached in the opposite direction.
It is only in Iqbal that we find something like it. Iqbal does not
say that God is a woman, and that our love for him must be
what it would be towards a woman. But he preaches aggressive
love, a love that compels the object loved into union. The lover
is not to say: I am yours, do what you like with me; but, you are
mine and attune your will to mine. Iqbal says:
The Fountain of Life is Love's flashing sword.3
It is very doubtful whether a poet like Tagore would ever have
associated love with a sword. Of course, love conquers; it may
conquer even the sword. But it is difficult to understand how it
works with a sword. But after all, Iqbal may be making an
over-emphasis.
If we are to affirm ourselves, are we to abandon our desires
saying that they belong to the flesh and not to the soul? Iqbal
does not preach looking down upon our material nature.
Life is latent in seeking,
Its origin is hidden in desire,
Keep desire alive in thy heart,
Lest thy little dust become a tomb.3
< The Secrets of ike Self. p. 73.           * Ibid., p. 29.            3 Ibid., p. 23.
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